hematoxylin-eosin.
The first tooth-germs observed were the m3 and m3, in the animal of 16 days of fetal life. One day after the m4 and m4 are observed in the bud stage. The last teeth to initiate development in the fetal rabbits are the M3 and M3 at 30 days. Only the m3, m4, m3 and m4 start cementogenesis in the prenatal stage.
The postnatal development of maxillar and mandibular cheek-teeth of rabbits was the subject of our previous papers (NAVARRO et al., 1975 (NAVARRO et al., , 1976 , in which we also made an extensive literature review on the subject. We have not found many reports on the development of cheek-teeth of rodents in prenatal life, with the exception of the studies carried out by ROUSSEAU (1839), CARADONNA (1909), LISTGARTEN and KAMIN (1969) , LESBRE (1972) , HOROWITZ et al. (1973) , who made some observations on development of cheek-teeth of the rabbit fetus, by GLASSTONE (1938) on the rat and rabbit and by PAYNE et al. (1977) on the hairless mouse.
Materials and Methods
Thirty-two fetuses of rabbits Oryctolagus cuniculus (Giant of Flandres) with ages from 15 to 30 prenatal days were used. The animals were divided according to age in days into 16 groups of 4 fetuses each.
Females were sacrificed by ether inhalation and the fetuses were collected and decapitated.
The heads were fixed for 48hrs in buffered neutral formalin, prepared according to CLARK (1973) .
were obtained of the hemi-heads (animals from 20 to 30 days) and of the heads of each group from 15 to 19 days. The heads of the other animals of these groups were sectioned in frontal plane. The sections were stained with hematoxylin-eosin, according to CLARK (1973) . The notation system of dentition is the same as that used in the previous study (NAVARRO et al., 1975 (NAVARRO et al., , 1976 .
Results
Fetus from 15 to 20 days At 16 days of prenatal life development the first teeth-germs were observed in the jugal region, the m3 and m3 in the bud stage (Fig. 1) . At 17 days the m4 and m4 were evident in the same developmental stage. The m3 was observed in the cap stage. At 18 days the m2 appeared in the bud stage; the m3 and m4 were in the cap stage. At 19 days the m2 was observed in the cap stage, which was more evident in the m3, m4, m3 and m4.
At 20 days the m2, m3 and m4 could still be observed in the cap stage, but the m3 and m4 were in the bell stage. On that day the germ of M1 was observed in the bud stage.
Fetus from 21 to 26 days A panoramic aspect of the cheek dentition at 21 days of prenatal life is given in Figure 2 . At this age the M1 was in the bud stage (Fig. 3) ; and the m2 was in the cap stage. The m3, m3, m4 and m4 began the bell stage. At 22 days the bud stage was observed of M2 and the M1 and M1 were in the cap stage. The bell stage was evident in the m2, m3, m4, m3 and m4.
At 23 days, dentinogenesis began in the m4 and the bud of the M2 appeared; In the M2 the cap stage began and the m3, m4, M1 and M1 were observed in the bell stage. At 24 days the dentinogenesis was evident in the m3, m4 and m3 while the M2 was in the cap stage. At 26 days the dentinogenesis began in the m2, M1 and M1 (Fig. 4) ; and the m3, m4, m3 and m4 showed the beginning of amelogenesis.
All the premolars initiated their development by that day, with the P2 P3, P4, P3 and P4 in the bud stage. of the rabbits is from day 15 to 26. Nevertheless, that period according to our observations is more extensive, from day 16 to 30. The deciduous molars were completely developed in the prenatal stage. Only the m3 did not start cementogenesis before birth. We observed that all the cheek-teeth initiated development in prenatal life. The first germs to appear are the m3 and m3 in the 16 intrauterine days. At 30 days, the end of gestation, the M3 and M3 initiated their development.
All the premolars, on the last day of gestation, are in the bell stage, while the permanent molars have started dentinogenesis (M2, M2) and amelogenesis (M1, M1).
None of the cheek-teeth erupted in the rabbit prenatal life and this observation is in accordance with the finding reported by ROUSSEAU (1839), CARADONNA (1909) , LISTGARTEN and KAMIN (1969) , but discordant with LESBRE (1922) and HOROWITZ et al. (1973) who described the cheek-teeth as already erupted at birth.
